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Dear Friends,

On behalf of our colleagues in Hungary and the Ukraine and the many students enrolled in the Reformed high schools in the Ukraine, we would like to thank you for your continued prayers and support during this past year.  

God’s work of restoring hope and life continues through the dedication of the teachers and the Reformed community in Transcarpathia, Ukraine. They are shaping a new Christian generation of young people equipped to be salt and light in a society still reeling from the legacy of Communism.  Although the schools have faced many challenges, especially financial, God has blessed them and provided in unexpected ways.  

The Board recently had the pleasure of meeting with David Pandy-Szekeres, currently on home leave in Toronto, who represents our affiliate, the Ars Longa Foundation of Hungary.  He shared the news that last spring the Hungarian government provided some emergency funding for utilities and teacher salaries; many teachers had gone for several months without pay.  We are grateful for that gift. Not all the news was positive, though.
A recent Ukrainian government regulation aimed at minorities, requires that state graduation exams must be taken in the Ukrainian language. In Transcarpathia, home to Reformed Hungarian Christians for centuries, this presents a new and challenging hardship. Because college entrance is based on the results of the final exams, facility with Ukrainian is critical. The Reformed families also recognize the importance of equipping their students to have contact with the global community by learning English.

They also recognize the immense value of providing language instruction within a Christian environment! 

We ask for your help in maintaining the summer language camps at the three Reformed high schools in Transcarpathia. Your help will provide:  instructional materials, salaries for staff and teachers, supplies, meals and lodging. We anticipate serving 237 students and 56 staff for summer 2012, ALL FOR AN AVERAGE COST OF $3.60 PER PERSON PER DAY!
The school budgets are stretched to the breaking point, and because the economy of the Ukraine is still shaky, the local community can provide only minimal support. The Ukrainian government provides no financial support at all. WILL YOU HELP? A gift of $108 will cover the cost of a two-week Christian, language camp experience for three students!
On behalf of the Hungarian Christians in the Ukraine, I want to thank you for your help in the past and ask also for your prayers that God will grant wisdom and creativity to those seeking to spread the Word in this area so that spiritual, social, and economic needs can be met.


May God richly bless you in the holiday season and throughout the new year.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Smidt, Director

Ars Longa North America

Christmas 2011  
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Please send you gift to:


Ars Longa North America


416 Paris Ave SE


Grand Rapids MI 49503





Ars Longa North America (ALNA)  is a registered non-profit 501(c)(3). All donations are tax deductible.








